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SUPPORT SUPERMAX LEGISLATION HB 2633 
 
This bill seeks to end indefinite sentences of solitary confinement at Tamms supermax 
prison and establish transparency, accountability and standards for determining how 
prisoners are transferred to and from the supermax, and how long they stay. 
  
The supermax was approved by the legislature as a short-term placement for incarcerated 
men who cause harm to guards or other prisoners. This intent has not been followed.  
 

One third of the men now at Tamms have been there since the prison opened in 
1998—over ten years ago. Many have no record of prison violence.  
 
 

 

Facts about Tamms: 
 

 Tamms is a supermax prison located at the southern tip of Illinois designed for short-
term incarceration. No one is sent to Tamms for their crime on the outside.  
 
 Criteria for placement at Tamms are currently so vague that every prisoner in the IDOC 
is eligible. Decisions to send men to Tamms are secret and not open to review. Men are 
not given placement forms and many do not know why they are there.  
 
 Every man at Tamms supermax is kept in permanent solitary confinement. No phone 
calls are allowed and all visits are non-contact.  
 
 Men never leave their cell except to shower and exercise in a concrete room alone. 
Meals come through a slot in the door. There is no communal activity. 
 
 Long-term solitary confinement causes mental illness. Suicide attempts, self-mutilation, 
smearing of feces, and severe psychological illnesses are common at Tamms. 

 
 One hundred men have been there since April of 1999. The other men at Tamms have 
been there for years and years on end. Just 3 months in solitary has detrimental effects. 
 
 Taxpayers pay about $90,000 per year to keep a man at Tamms—over four times the 
cost of other state prisons. There is no clear benefit for this expense. 

 
Illinois needs a clear, objective set of guidelines governing how prisoners 
are sent to Tamms and how they get out. This bill will establish the following: 
 

 Prisoners can only be sent to Tamms if they assault (or attempt to assault) guards or 
other prisoners, escape from custody, or otherwise seriously disrupt prison operations. 
 
 Prisoners must be told why they are being sent to Tamms and be given a fair hearing. 
 
 Prisoners will not remain at Tamms for more than one year, unless transferring them 
back would endanger the safety of staff or other prisoners.  
 
 Prisoners with a serious mental illness will not be sent to Tamms. 


